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2.      Water clarity
(scale 1 – 5)

1 clean ( see 12 spots)
2 (see 9 spots)
3 (see 6 spots)
4 dirty (see 3 spots)
5 very dirty (see no spots)

(visual test using a large bottle with 
transparency disc) 

Site
1.

Bore 
hole 

inflow

3       What is dissolved 
in the water?

a)        Oxygen in the water
(use the special probe)

b) How acid is the 
water?
(use the indicator test strip 
accurate to a pH of 0.5 )

acid    neutral      alkali

c)        Is the water polluted 
with nitrates? 
(use the coloured 
test strip)
mg/l

1. Water
Temperature
(using a digital probe 
accurate to 0.5’C
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HelpsheetHelpsheet:          :          How to measure.

2. Temperature

a. Still using the oxygen probe press 
“GO” once more A third time) to 
get a temperature reading.

b. Record temperature
c. Press “GO” once more  (a fourth 

time) to turn off the meter.

1. Oxygen (dissolved)

a. Place the end of the probe in the 
water sample to adjust to water 
temperature. Move it slowly from 
side to side to simulate flowing 
water. 

b. Press “GO” twice to get % and 
record your result as % oxygen.      

4.  How acid/ alkaline 
is the water?

a. Place a sample of water in the 
small plastic pot.

b. Hold the pH test strip by the white 
end only. 

c. Put the test strip into the water 
and leave it for up to 10 minutes 
or until the colour has stopped 
changing.

d. Remove test strip and read off the 
value from the colour chart. 
Record your result. 

e. Place the finished test strip in the 
bag for disposal at the centre.

3. How dirty is the 
water?

a. Fill the plastic bottle to the line    
(1 litre) and leave to stand for    
10 minutes. 

b. Look down through the top of the 
bottle to the plastic disc (with 
dots) at the bottom. 

c. How may of the 12 dots can you 
see? 

d. Record the clarity (1 – 5)  that you 
can see on your sheet

5. Water 
Pollution 
(nitrates)

a. Place a sample of water in the 
small plastic pot.

b. Take the test strip labelled 
”nitrates”. Hold the white end only. 

c. Dip the test strip into the water for 
1 second. Remove & shake dry. 

d. Wait for 1 minute then read off 
the value from the colour chart. Is 
the water polluted by nitrates? 
Record your result. 

e. Place the finished test strip in the 
bag for disposal at the centre.




