
Background 
Sparsholt College Farm is approximately 4 miles NW of Winchester. 
The farm covers 143 ha (353 acres). Farm livestock includes dairy
and beef cows, pigs, deer and sheep. Most of the fields are used to 
grow crops for animal feed (fodder crops). 

The farm has diversified to provide college facilities for fish 
farming, horticulture, horse management, wildlife and conservation 
programmes.

Key Questions

1. How is the land used at Sparsholt ?
2. What factors influence farming at Sparsholt ?
3. How can the farm be managed sustainably ?
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Feedback

Pig farming at Sparsholt

Is the system 
sustainable?

Inputs

FOOD – adult pigs eat 3kg food/day
Which of these crops are used to make  
pig food? (tick)

Processes – jobs include 

• cleaning out barns
• moving waste
• monitoring growth
• feeding & moving animals
• checking animal health
• selecting breeding stock
• monitoring pregnancies & 
births

Outputs

piglets

barley            oats            rape           soya

wheat         maize        sunflower        straw     

FOODS – what is produced?

Waste – What happens to the 
manure and slurry?

Farm grown        UK grown         Global

We have
120

‘large white’
sows in the 

herd

1. Meat

• How old are the piglets                   
when they are sold? 

_________ months.

• How heavy is a market size pig?

___________ kg.

• The farm is paid £1 for each kg of 
meat. How much is this per pig?  

£ _______  per pig

Our pigs are sold locally
What sort of meats do pigs produce? 

Which crops are grown outside the UK? 
(circle the crop name)

Energy & Water use 
Are the buildings heated?    Yes  /   No

Which fuel is used? ______________

How is water used? ______________ 

How is water use reduced?_________

_____________________________





Your 
Choice

DisadvantagesAdvantagesManagement Choices
Site & 
EIA 
score

a) Different machines & 
skills are needed. This 
costs more. 
b) Pests & diseases build 
up in the soil. These 
damage the crop & cost 
you money. 
c) Pesticides & weed-
killers are expensive.  
They can harm the  
wildlife &  water supply. 

a) Less pests and diseases 
in your crop. No need to 
use chemicals. 
b) You can use the same 
equipment every year. You 
know what you’re doing!
c) Kill the pests & diseases  
before they damage your 
crop. 

What would you choose to grow in 
this field next year?
a) Grow a different crop each year. 
This is called crop rotation.

b) You could grow the same         
crop each year.

c) Grow the same crop each year 
and use chemicals (pesticides       
and  weedkillers) to kill the               
pests & diseases.

Field F
(bottom 
of hill)

EIA 
score

a)The woods, wildlife and 
farm deer will have to go.
b) Ploughing up the grass 
could damage the soil 
(erosion).
c)You will not earn       
much money from          
this area.  

a) You could earn more 
money for the farm. 
b) Your cows will make 
more milk. You will make 
more money.
c) The wildlife habitat & 
soil can be protected
(sustained).

What would you choose to do with 
this land?
a) Stop farming and make the golf 
course bigger (diversify).
b) You could keep more dairy cows 
on the farm. You will need to grow 
crops here to feed them in winter. 
c) Keep it as it is. Look after       
the woodland & grass and            
care for the wildlife & deer.

Hill 
Slope

EIA
Score

Choices in Farming – what would you do?



Your 
Choice

DisadvantagesAdvantagesManagement Choices
Site & 
EIA 
score

a) Local sewage works 
cannot cope with this 
volume of waste 

b) You will needs lots of 
storage! There are health 
issues.
c) It is smelly & 
messy to work 
with!

a) The waste will be treated 
before it reaches our rivers.

b) This will cost very little if
storage is already available. 

c) This improves the quality 
of the soil (fertiliser) and 
costs very little.

What would you do with the 
waste from the unit?      
(manure and slurry) 
a) Dispose of the waste using a 
local sewage treatment works.

b) Store it at the farm. It will 
rot away naturally (biodegrade) 

c) Store the waste and let 
it rot until it is ready to be
spread onto the soil.

Livestock 
housing

EIA 
Score

a) The hedge wildlife and 
habitat will be lost.

b) Hedges cost time & 
money to look after 
properly.
c) This hedge is thin and  
your animals could escape.

a) Wire fences are quick & 
cheap. They stop livestock 
escaping.
b) A thick hedge stops 
livestock escaping. Hedges 
make good wildlife habitats. 
c) This saves you time        
and money now. 

This hedgerow (10 years old) 
is not growing well. What 
would you choose to do?
a) Cut down the hedge and 
improve the wire fences.
b) Look after the hedge. 
Replant, weed and trim. 

c) Do nothing to the          
hedge. Leave it as it is.

Hedgerow

EIA 
score

Choices in Farming – what would you do?



How can farms encourage biodiversity?
Some of the habitat improvement activities at Sparsholt are described below. 

• Show where these activities are taking place by completing the farm map overleaf. 
• Match the name of the activity to the correct description (one has been done for you).  

Note: Special initiatives such as the Environmental Stewardship scheme encourage farmers to balance their commercial and environmental interests ensuring farms 
and wildlife can work together. Sparsholt farm is under the single payment system, but is working towards entry level stewardship. Longer term the farm is aiming 
for higher level stewardship.  

Field Margins New Habitats Ponds & Lakes Woodland Hedgerows

Some field areas are not planted 
with farm crops. Instead they are 
managed to encourage wildflowers 
which offer food and shelter to 
insects, birds and mammals.

As the trees and shrubs mature, 
a variery of wild flowers, insects, 
birds and small mammals are 
supported. Some of these areas 
can be very old (ancient) but new 
ones are also being created every 
year. 

Well designed areas encourage a 
wide range of water life including 
insects and amphibians (frogs, 
toads and newts) and birds. 

The edges of fields are planted 
with grass and meadow species.  
The plants provide food, shelter 
and cover for hibernating 
minibeasts and mammals.

These provide a living ‘fence’ and 
a wildlife corridor around field 
edges. A wide range of plant and 
animal species are found in here. 

Dead trees are left standing and 
fallen wood is left on the ground in 
the woodland to provide a habitat 
for woodlice, millipedes, 
centipedes and fungi. It can also 
be used for nesting by small 
mammals and birds. 

Log piles & dead wood


